
Private Gifts
Support the Next Phase of

Growth
Several philanthropic gifts to the Center in 

recent months will have a profound impact on 
Carolina’s students, faculty and the Jewish Studies
program overall.

An anonymous donor has committed $250,000 to
create an endowment for graduate student support
in Jewish Studies in the name of  the Tau Epsilon
Phi fraternity. Carolina’s ability to recruit and 
support the best and brightest graduate students
will further its reputation as a university that 
produces up-and-coming teacher-scholars in the
field that go on to become faculty at leading colleges
and universities worldwide. The new Tau Epsilon
Phi Fund for Jewish Studies will support graduate
students working on topics in Jewish Studies in
varying stages of  their academic careers.

Gene, ’53, and Saralyn, ’53,  Oberdorfer have 
committed to a planned gift to be made from their
retirement plan assets, estimated in excess of
$400,000, to establish a flexible endowed fund to sup-
port Jewish Studies. The unrestricted endowment
will enable the Center’s director to meet pressing
needs and fund important programs and research in
Jewish Studies. Flexible funding of  this type helps
meet unanticipated future needs and opportunities
so that the program remains vital.

Another planned gift that will provide a 
significant impact was made by Joseph Kittner, ’37,
LLB ’39, who was a steady friend of  the Center, 
making annual gifts to the Fund for Jewish Studies
throughout his lifetime. As a result of  his thought-
ful planning, the Center received a direct gift from
his estate of  more than $210,000. In addition, he 
established a testamentary trust for a family 

member that will ultimately result in an additional
gift of  approximately $500,000 to the program in 
future years.  These gifts will be available to provide
support for faculty and students.

Also this year, Eli N. Evans, ’58, founding chair
of  the Center’s advisory board, made a gift 
of  $100,000 to the
existing endow-
ment fund for 
the Eli N. Evans
Distinguished 
Lectureship Fund,
which will ensure
that the lecture 
series continues 
in perpetuity. The
Evans lectureship
brings nationally
renowned scholars and interpreters of  Jewish 
history, culture and experience to campus to speak
with students, faculty and the general public. 

“The generosity of  these donors will further 
expand our academic and community programs,
and will help Jewish Studies maintain its level of
excellence during its next phase of  growth,” said
Jonathan Hess, director. “The use of  planned giving
vehicles and retirement assets gives our friends 
and alumni many options for taking care of  their
family’s beneficiaries while also establishing 
important charitable gifts to the Center.”

To learn more about making a gift to the Center, and how
planned giving tools can be utilized, contact Margaret 
Costley at the Arts and Sciences Foundation: 919-843-0345 
or Margaret.costley@unc.edu.

Eli Evans with Geza Vermes, who gave
the Evans lecture in September 2009
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LAUNCHING NEW 
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

The Center is making a huge impact 

on campus this year by launching the

new undergraduate degree in Jewish

Studies and a new certificate in Jewish

Studies for graduate students, and 

introducing the University’s new 

Capstone Course in Jewish Studies, 

an upper-level research seminar for 

advanced undergraduates in the field. 

Beginning this semester, students at 

Carolina can make the study of Jewish

history and culture the centerpiece of

their undergraduate experience. The 

degree program is offered through the

Department of Religious Studies, where

students will earn a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Religious Studies with a 

Concentration in Jewish Studies. This is

the first undergraduate degree program

in Jewish Studies to be offered by an 

institution in the state of North Carolina.

In this newsletter, you will meet Hayley

Wright, ’13, Carolina’s very first student

to declare Jewish Studies as a major.

Also beginning this semester, a new 

certificate is available to graduate 

students who are working in the field 

of Jewish Studies. The program is 

available to degree seeking graduate 

students studying in the humanities and

social sciences at Carolina. It includes 

opportunities for graduate students 

to explore Jewish languages, culture, 

PETTIGREW HALL, SUITE 100
CAMPUS BOX 3152
CHAPEL HILL, NC 27599-3152

P: 919-962-1509
E: CCJS@UNC.EDU
W: CCJS.UNC.EDU

JONATHAN HESS
DIRECTOR

THE  UNIVERS ITY  OF  NORTH  CAROL INA AT  CHAPEL  H ILL

NewsfromtheCenter
Fall-Winter 2012

This year’s Evans lecture will bring a truly unique event to Chapel Hill, featuring David Mandelbaum
in a one-man stage performance. Titled Yosl Rakover Speaks to G-d, and performed in Yiddish with
English subtitles, the show explores the final testament of a Jew named Yosl Rakover, who examines his
relationship with God during the end of the Warsaw ghetto. The event is on April 14, 2013 at 3:00 p.m.
at the UNC Friday Center. It is free and open to the public.
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From the Director’s Desk

This year marks an historic juncture for the

Carolina Center for Jewish Studies. As we gear up

for our 10th anniversary, we celebrate the fact that

we are the first and only university in the state of

North Carolina to offer an undergraduate degree in

Jewish Studies. And with our graduate certificate in

Jewish Studies now on the books, we are well poised

to play a leading role in the training of  graduate 

students in Jewish Studies as well. We’ve clearly had

tremendous success with our public events over the

course of  the last decade. Our events program for

our 10th anniversary year, however, is even more

ambitious, with two dramatic performances, a 

film screening with original music composed by

Carolina students, and public lectures on a variety

of  topics by leading scholars from all over the world. 

Our goal this year is not just to celebrate what

we’ve accomplished but to lay out our vision for the

future. Our major strategic goal for our first decade

was to assemble a comprehensive faculty in Jewish

Studies through a combination of  private giving 

and state funding, and since 2003, the College has 

recruited nine new Jewish Studies faculty in five 

different academic departments. More than 1,000 

undergraduates now take Jewish Studies courses

each year at Carolina, and these students represent

as diverse a cross-section of  the population as one

finds in any other program on campus. We have 

remarkable students at Carolina.  In the coming

decade we look forward to building a program that

serves their needs with even more opportunities 

for student research in Jewish Studies, even more

courses taught by even more faculty in Jewish 

Studies, and graduate fellowships that help Carolina

recruit the very best students in the nation to 

pursue their doctoral training in Chapel Hill.

Major gifts have played an important role in

what we’ve been able to accomplish over the last

decade.  But so has annual giving, and we owe a

tremendous amount of  thanks to all the alumni and

friends who have supported us—whether with an

annual gift of  $50, $500 or $5,000.  Indeed, annual 

giving has been so essential to the success of  Jewish

Studies at Carolina that we have created a special

challenge for our 10th anniversary.  We are asking

all donors to help double annual support giving this

year by increasing their giving level and by sharing

the Center’s success story with others who may 

have an interest in Jewish Studies at Carolina.  

Please know how grateful we are for the 

inspiring support for Jewish Studies that our

alumni and friends have shown us over the last 

10 years. And please know what a tremendous 

difference your continued support will make as 

we embark on the Carolina Center for Jewish 

Studies’s second decade!

Anniversary Celebrations ...  
and a Challenge

“I knew at age 12 that I wanted to be an 
archaeologist,” said Jodi Magness, the Kenan 
Distinguished Professor for Teaching Excellence
in Early Judaism, Department of  Religious 
Studies. “I remember being at Girl Scout camp 
and coming home with suitcases stuffed full of  
fossil shells. And then in seventh grade, I had a
wonderful history teacher who made me fall in
love with Ancient Greece. When I was 16, I moved
to Israel on my own to finish high school, and that
just sealed my fate.”

Her aspirations led her first to Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem, where she earned her
B.A. in archaeology and history, then to the 
University of  Pennsylvania for her Ph.D. in 
classical archaeology. She was the Mellon Post-
Doctoral Fellow at Brown University before 
joining the faculty at Tufts University, where she
taught for 10 years before coming to Carolina.

“My move to Carolina gave me two new 
experiences. First, I suddenly had many col-
leagues working in archaeology, where at Tufts, 
I was the one and only full-time archaeologist 
on the faculty. Second, Carolina’s Ph.D. program
gave me the opportunity to work closely with 
outstanding graduate students,” said Magness.
“Last year, both of  my graduate students who were
looking for faculty positions were able to secure
full-time, tenure-track positions, which is amazing
in today’s economy. One is now at Brigham Young
University and the other is at the University of
Missouri-Columbia.”

Professor Magness has been on more than 20
different archaeological excavations in her career,
but this summer’s findings at Huqoq still managed
to deliver a few surprises to this veteran. Namely,
the discovery of  stunning mosaics on an ancient
synagogue’s floor.

“For my current project, I spent a long time
searching for a  site. I wanted a very specific 
location that was never before excavated, and that
hopefully would have a synagogue. When I first 
visited Huqoq, an ancient village near the home 
of  Jesus in his adult years and the birthplace of
Mary Magdalene, it was covered in rocks and
weeds.”

Professor Magness and her team started 
working at Huqoq in 2011 and plan to continue 
for several more years. In summer 2011, the team
located the exterior wall of  a synagogue, which
was constructed of  huge stone blocks. This past
summer, her team continued to excavate and
reached the synagogue’s floor, which was paved
with mosaics. One area contains an inscription
flanked by female faces, and another section 
shows Samson and the foxes, an episode related 
in Judges 15:4.

Her team is comprised mainly of  students,
who receive course credit for their work and for
the lectures, field trips and on-site how-to training
offered by Professor Magness. “The students 
learn a lot, and have wonderful opportunities. 
For example, the face in the mosaic was the first
part of  the floor that was uncovered, and it was
found by an undergraduate.” 

Professor Magness is the au-
thor of  several books, including
The Archaeology of  the Holy
Land: From the Destruction of
Solomon’s Temple to the Mus-
lim Conquest, which was re-
leased this fall, and Stone and
Dung, Oil and Spit: Jewish Daily Life in the Time of
Jesus (2011), The Archaeology of  the Early Islamic
Settlement in Palestine (2003) and The Archaeology
of  Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls (2002).

She is also highly sought after by the media.
She has appeared in and provided expertise for
productions for the National Geographic Channel,
the History Channel, PBS, and the BBC. This 
summer she will appear in a new IMAX 3D 
production titled Jerusalem (jerusalemthemovie.com).
And on January 28th, she will give a community
lecture hosted by the Center. It is free and open 
to the public, and will be held at the UNC Friday
Center starting at 7:30 p.m.

Through the years, Professor Magness has 
received numerous awards and honors for her
work, including a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Fellowship for college teachers in 
2000 and the Archaeological Institute of  America’s
Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching
in 2008. To learn more about Professor Magness,
visit: www.JodiMagness.org.

news briefs
THE UHLMAN FAMILY SEMINAR,

scheduled for April 13, 2013, will

focus on the theme of New Directions

in Holocaust Research. Seminar 

speakers include Carolina’s 

Christopher Browning, the Frank

Porter Graham Distinguished Professor

of History, and four of his recent 

graduate students: Michale Meng,

Waitman Beorn, Patrick Tobin, and

Richards Plavnieks. For event details

and registration information, visit the

events page on ccjs.unc.edu.

Southern Jews in the Crucible of Civil Rights was the topic of
our first community lecture this academic year. The lecture, held
on September 12th, was this year’s Sylvia and Irving Margolis
Lecture on the Jewish Experience in the American South. 

On September 29th, the Center hosted a unique staged
reading of  Boged: An Enemy of the People. The Center
is hosting an expanded public events program this year;
please see the back cover for upcoming events.
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Faculty Profile Jodi Magness
Professor Magness’s ninth-grade yearbook
photo also lists her career ambition.

In 1976, with a cooking pot discovered at
Qasarwet, in northwest Sinai.

Teaching her students during a field trip to Beth
Shean during the Huqoq summer course in 2011.

BELOW: Professor Magness and some of  her 
students with the stunning Huqoq mosaics, 
discovered in 2012.
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Scott F. Cohen
Wayne, NJ

Walter N. Cohen
Atlanta, GA

Barbara and Max. H. Crohn, Jr.
Chapel Hill, NC

Andrew J. Edelson
New York, NY

Sonya and Barry S. Fine*
Chapel Hill, NC

Erwin and Sandra Goldman
Greensboro, NC

Gail H. and Steven H. Grossman
Chapel Hill, NC

Frances A. Hess
New York, NY

Rebecca E. Hockfield
Washington, DC

Kathy E. Manning and Randall R. Kaplan
Greensboro, NC

Robert E. Kaufman
Boca Raton, FL

Harry Lerner
Charlotte, NC

Lana Lewin
New York, NY

Betsy V. and Charles L. Leder
Miami, FL

Frederick Levitt
Chapel Hill, NC

Felix Lurye
New York, NY

Albert Marx
Atlanta, GA

Betty G. and Malcolm N. Minsk
Atlanta, GA

Barbara and Sanford Orkin
Atlanta, GA

Benjamin and Ruth L. Perlmutter
Maplewood, NJ

JoAnn H. Pizer-Fox and Stanley H. Fox
Oxford, NC

Freddy H. and Susan F. Robinson
Greensboro, NC

Jonathan M. Rogoff
Stillwater, MN

Eric and Sarah Rosand
Washington, DC

William L. Scarborough Jr.
Singapore, Republic of  Singapore

David A. and Hannah H. Shapiro
Ashburn, VA

Marc H. Shapiro
Chapel Hill, NC

David A. and Julie R. Sheffer
Charlotte, NC

Andrea G. and Michael C. Shindler
Orlando, FL

Diane B. Siegel
Simpsonville, SC

Edward S. Silver*
High Point, NC

Suzanne W. Silver
High Point, NC

Daniel W. Singer
Green Cove Springs, FL

Edward F. Sugarman
Atlanta, GA

Jeffrey J. Zaleon
Raleigh, NC

Emily F. and Samuel Zimmern
Charlotte, NC

* indicates donor is deceased.
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Honor Roll of Donors
to the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies

$500,000 and above 

Anonymous (1)

The Crown Family
Chicago, IL

Leonard J. and Tobee W. Kaplan
Greensboro, NC

Joseph M. Kittner*
Chevy Chase, MD

Carol C. and Seymour M. Levin
Greensboro, NC

Howard R. Levine
Charlotte, NC

Leon and Sandra Levine
Charlotte, NC

Hannah L. Malkin and Moses M. Malkin*
Lake Worth, FL

Saralyn B. and Eugene Oberdorfer II
Longboat Key, FL

David M. Rubenstein
Washington, DC

Eric R. and Lori A. Sklut
Charlotte, NC

Babette E. and Bernard J. Tanenbaum III
Atlanta, GA

Sonja van der Horst*
Chapel Hill, NC

$100,000 to $499,999
Anonymous (2)

Hulda H. and Jerry Cohen
Chapel Hill, NC

Harvey Colchamiro
Greensboro, NC

Eli N. Evans
New York, NY

Alan S. and Gail Fields
Lexington, MA

Jerome W. Gottesman
Morristown, NJ

N. Jay Gould
New York, NY

Alan B. Heilig*
Aventura, FL

Gary J. and Lori J. Kaminsky
Roslyn, NY

Gary S. and Beth D. Kaminsky
Haverford, PA

Jacqueline van der Horst Sergent
Oxford, NC

Robert G. and Tatjana Schwendinger
Saint Louis, MO

Elizabeth T. and Thomas M. Uhlman
Madison, NJ

Charles M. van der Horst
Chapel Hill, NC

Roger van der Horst
Verona, NJ

Samuel J. Wisnia
London, United Kingdom 

$50,000 to $99,999 

Stuart E. Eizenstat
Chevy Chase, MD

Edith and Jonathan B. Fassberg
New York, NY

Elliott Goldstein*
Atlanta, GA

Fred N. and Janice L. Kahn
Asheville, NC

Hal A. and Holly H. Levinson
Charlotte, NC

Henry A. Lowet
Rye Brook, NY

Barbara and Philip V. Moss
Allendale, NJ

Leonid Nevzlin
Tel Aviv, Israel

Lewis S. Ripps
Bayonne, NJ

A. Jay and Joyce S. Schwartz
Atlanta, GA

Rhonda A. and Robert H. Silver
Montclair, NJ

Linda and Peter F. Spies
Monmouth Beach, NJ

$10,000 to $49,999
Anonymous (4)

Peter Ackerman
Washington, DC

Heather W. and Peter Boneparth
Lawrence, NY

Edgar M. Bronfman
New York, NY

Benjamin Cone, Jr.
Greensboro, NC

Lester Crown
Wilmette, IL

David S. Evans
Greensboro, NC

Leonard Goodman
New York, NY

Bari L. and Jeffrey A. Gorelick
Charlotte, NC

Sally Gottesman
New York, NY

Jacques Graubart
Antwerp, Belgium 

Sanford D. and Susan R. Greenberg
Washington, DC

Vladimir Gusinski
Greenwich, CT

Andrea and Edward J. Hockfield
Long Grove, IL

Steven A. Hockfield
Charlotte, NC

Berton H. and Ellen B. Kaplan
Chapel Hill, NC

Philip L. Kirstein
Princeton, NJ

Arlene R. and Robert P. Kogod
Arlington, VA

Orin S. Kramer
New York, NY

Alvin E. Levine
Charlotte, NC

Drew H. and Marjorie Levinson
Montvale, NJ

Willie Nagel
London, United Kingdom

Helene Panzer and Stanley E. Schulman
Westport, CT

James B. and Susan H. Pittleman
McLean, VA

Abe Pollin
Washington, DC

Joan C. Pollitt and Michael D. Barnes
Chevy Chase, MD

Sandra D. and Stephen A. Rich
Chapel Hill, NC

Douglas M. and Robin F. Ross
Sandy Springs, GA

Donald S. and Linda Schlenger
Jupiter, FL

Ralph Schlosstein
New York, NY

Barbara J. and Peter W. Schneider
Atlanta, GA

Debra H. and Gerald K. Schwartz
Miami Beach, FL

Gary R. and Sandy M. Smiley
Spartanburg, SC

Peter J. Solomon
New York, NY

Sara Crown Star
Chicago, IL

Mitchell S. Steir
New York, NY

Peace S. Sullivan
Miami Beach, FL

Alan H. Weinhouse
New York, NY

Arnold Wellman
Washington, DC

Louise W. Wiener
Washington, DC

Lori B. Wittlin
Houston, TX

$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (1)

Erskine B. Bowles
Charlotte, NC

Jeffrey and Lora Drezner
Potomac, MD

Brian L. and Erin Eizenstat
New York, NY

Jay L. and Jessica Eizenstat
Silver Spring, MD

Lawrence J. Goldrich
Virginia Beach, VA

Matthew C. and Shanna A. Hocking
Wynnewood, PA

Swanee Hunt
Cambridge, MA

Edward and Irene Kaplan
Washington, DC

M. Steven Langman
New York, NY

Frank H. and Harriet S. Livingston
Chapel Hill, NC

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. McLarty III
Washington, DC

Toby B. Osofsky
New York, NY

Stanley Robboy and 
Marion Meyer-Robboy
Chapel Hill, NC

Mary P. Schochet
Chapel Hill, NC

Sidney M. Schochet*
Asheville, NC

Fred Schwartz
Great Neck, NY

Robert Schwartz
Longboat Key, FL

S. Steven Selig III
Atlanta, GA

Shirley C. Siegel
Chapel Hill, NC

Arthur H. and Nancy Sobel
New York, NY

Caroline E. Wainwright and 
Colby D. Schwartz
Atlanta, GA

$1500 to $4999 

Anonymous (2)

Terrence B. Adamson
Washington, DC

Robert J. Arogeti
Atlanta, GA

Michael A. Berkelhammer
Greensboro, NC

Ellen B. and Ellis Berlin
Greensboro, NC

Steven W. Block
Bellevue, WA

James Breman
Atlanta, GA

Frank and Nancy M. Brenner
Greensboro, NC

David B. Byck
Savannah, GA

Bert Carp
Annapolis, MD

The Carolina Center for Jewish Studies in UNC’s College of  Arts and Sciences gratefully thanks the donors who have supported its students, faculty,
and programs throughout the Center’s history.  The Center’s Honor Roll recognizes donors who made gifts during this period to support its 
expendable or endowed fund. This list has been prepared with great care to ensure its accuracy. To report a mistake, please contact Margaret Costley at
(919) 843-0345 or Margaret.Costley@unc.edu. Thank you, once again, for generously supporting the work of  the Carolina Center for Jewish Studies.

Celebrating 
10 Years of
Community
Support

Corporations, Foundations, and Trusts
Anonymous (6)
Adele & Saul Blumenthal Family Foundation, Atlanta, GA

Arie & Ida Crown Memorial, Chicago, IL

Beth Israel Federated Charities, Fayetteville, NC

Blum Family Foundation, Asheville, NC

Blumenthal Foundation, Charlotte, NC

Bunnelle Charitable Trust, New York, NY

Charles H. Revson Foundation, New York, NY

Chatham Valley Foundation, Atlanta, GA

Combined Jewish Philanthropies, Boston, MA

Community Foundation for the National Capital Region, Washington, DC

Community Foundation of  Greater Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN

Community Foundation of  Greater Greensboro, Greensboro, NC

Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, Atlanta, GA

Community Foundation of  Greater Memphis, Memphis, TN

Community Foundation of  Louisville, Louisville, KY

Community Foundation of  New Jersey, Morristown, NJ

Covington & Burling LLP, Washington, DC

Cumberland Community Foundation, Fayetteville, NC

Dayton Foundation, Dayton, OH

DevCon Resources, Greensboro, NC

Eastern Virginia Medical School, Norfolk, VA

Edward Silver Investments Ltd, High Point, NC

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, Cincinnati, OH

Four Corners Advisors Inc, Chicago, IL

Goldman Sachs – London, United Kingdom

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund, Clifton Park, NY

Gordon, Sidney (Estate Of), Hallandale, FL

Greater Saint Louis Community Foundation, Atlanta, GA

Gulf  Coast Community Foundation, Venice, FL

Henry Luce Foundation, New York, NY

High Five Foundation, Woodmere, NY

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC, Philadelphia, PA

Jewish Community Board of  Akron, Inc., Akron, OH

Jewish Community Foundation of  Metrowest NJ, Whippany, NJ

Jewish Community Foundation of  South Palm Beach, Boca Raton, FL

Jewish Community Foundation – Durham/Chapel Hill, Durham, NC

Jewish Federation of  Greater Atlanta, Atlanta, GA

Jewish Foundation of  Greensboro, Greensboro, NC

Jewish Learning Exchange Inc, Olney, MD

Judea Reform Congregation, Durham, NC

Kaplan Funds, Washington, DC

Karat Patch Jewelry, Inc., Charlotte, NC

Kardon Samuel & Rebecca Foundation, Philadelphia, PA

Kittner, Joseph Mordecai (Estate Of), Washington, DC

Kramer Tire Co, Inc., Norfolk, VA

Lawrence J. Goldrich Foundation, Virginia Beach, VA

Leland Little Auction & Estate Sales, Hillsborough, NC

Leon Levine Foundation, Charlotte, NC

Levine-Sklut Family Foundation, Charlotte, NC

Levy Family Foundation, Savannah, GA

Lucius N. Littauer Foundation, New York, NY

Malkin Family Foundation, Lake Worth, FL

McLarty Associates, Washington, DC

McLarty Companies, Conway, AR

McPhillips, Roberts, & Deans, Norfolk, VA

Michael Green Realty, Fayetteville, NC

Michael Jacobson Consulting, Atlanta, GA

Milken Family Foundation, Santa Monica, CA

National Christian Foundation, Alpharetta, GA

National Foundation for Jewish Culture, New York, NY

NC Hillel Foundation, Chapel Hill, NC

North Suburban Library System, Wheeling, IL

Omnitrans Inc., Pompton Plains, NJ

Packaging Products Corporation, Chapel Hill, NC

Peter J. Frenkel Foundation, Rye, NY

Peter J., Solomon Family Foundation, New York, NY

Rainmaker Associates, Herndon, VA

Robert P. & Arlene R Kogod Family Foundation, Arlington, VA

Robinson Foundation Corp., Greensboro, NC

Ryna & Melvin Cohen Family Foundation, Beltsville, MD

Samuel Bronfman Foundation, Inc., New York, NY

Schlosstein-Hartley Family Foundation, New York, NY

Schwartz, Jr., William B, (Estate Of), Atlanta, GA

Selig Foundation Inc, Atlanta, GA

Silver Family Foundation, Montclair, NJ

Swanee Hunt Family Foundation, Cambridge, MA

T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving, Baltimore, MD

Taylor International, Washington, DC

The Mara and Ricky Sandler Foundation, New York, NY

The Sabbah Family Foundation Inc, Greensboro, NC

The Seymour and Carol Levin Foundation, Greensboro, NC

The Simmons Family Foundation, Greenwich, CT

The Stuart S & Birdie Gould Foundation, New York, NY

The Trout Group, LLC, New York, NY

Toleo Foundation, Greensboro, NC

Triangle Community Foundation, Durham, NC

United Parcel Service – HQ, Atlanta, GA

Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program, Southeastern, PA

Victor Bates Foundation Inc, Greensboro, NC

William & Patricia Gorelick Family Foundation, Charlotte, NC

William A Stern Foundation, Greensboro, NC

Winston-Salem Foundation, Winston-Salem, NC

Winston-Salem Jewish Community Council, Winston-Salem, NC

Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity Inc, Indianapolis, IN



Karen M. Gil
Dean

College of Arts and Sciences

MessageFrom the Dean
Dear Friends,

On behalf  of  the College of  Arts and Sciences, I

want to take this opportunity to thank you for your

commitment to outstanding teaching, scholarship

and community engagement through the Carolina

Center for Jewish Studies. 

The College is emerging from a period of  

economic challenge in remarkably strong shape.

Last year our faculty attracted more than $98 

million in external contracts and grants, our new

state budget allocation is stable for the first time

since 2008, and, thanks to the generosity of  alumni

and friends like you, the College raised $52 million

in private gifts last fiscal year.

With your support, the Carolina Center for 

Jewish Studies has made remarkable gains. In May,

we will celebrate the graduation of  UNC’s first 

Jewish Studies major — from the only institution 

of  higher education to offer such a degree in 

North Carolina! Reaching this ambitious goal 

in the Center’s first 10 years is an amazing accom-

plishment.

Your steadfast commitment also has made it 

possible for the Center to assemble a comprehensive

faculty in Jewish Studies. As a result, Carolina 

is well on its way to becoming a national leader, 

enhancing understanding of  Jewish history and 

culture here on campus and in the world. 

Your support remains critical for the Center 

to reach its goals for the next 10 years. Significant

funding for graduate students is especially 

important, so that Carolina can produce a new 

generation of  leading teachers and scholars in 

Jewish Studies.

The Carolina Center for Jewish Studies is 

essential to the academic mission of  the University

and the College — to foster innovative learning, 

discovery and community engagement. Indeed, 

the Center’s vitality derives from stellar teaching,

research and service that are far more integrated

into the liberal arts than in many other Jewish 

Studies programs. At Carolina, Jewish Studies

trains students to think globally, historically and 

in interdisciplinary terms.

Jewish Studies at Carolina would not be where

it is today without you. Thank you for your support

now and in the future. I look forward to working

with you to ensure that the Carolina Center for 

Jewish Studies continues to soar.

Last spring, Hayley Wright, ’13 took pen to
paper and became the first declared major in 
Jewish Studies at Carolina. For the New York City
native, the decision capped a mounting interest 
in the field that had grown since her days as a
first-year student.

Although she always planned to study Hebrew
for her foreign language, she found herself  taking
more and more classes in Jewish Studies. Soon,
she was working on a minor, and by the end of  her
sophomore year she learned about the upcoming
new major in Jewish Studies.  

“Our people are so interesting,” Wright 
explains about her academic focus. “Through 
the Center, I’ve been able to learn about myself
and where I’m from.” She is quick to add, though,
that “Jewish Studies is not just for Jewish people. 
I would encourage anyone on this campus to 
take a course.”

The greatest asset to Carolina’s Jewish Studies
program — and Wright’s motivation for the major
— has been the faculty. “What really makes the
program is the professors,” Wright observes.
“They care, take time, and work with students.”

This semester, Wright is working closely with
Professor Hess on an independent study project
that incorporates her experiences during a life-
changing trip this past summer through Eastern
Europe with her synagogue. The youngest in the
travel group, Wright recalls, “It was my first trip
abroad without my mom and dad, but I had 
plenty of  ‘mothers’ by the end.” 

From the cultural jewels of  Budapest and
Prague to the centers of  mourning in Warsaw 
and Auschwitz, Wright’s journey took her 
through the center of  the once thriving Jewish
communities of  Europe and left her thankful for
her Jewish Studies background.  

“I still had many questions after it ended,”
Wright says of  her trip, “but it all felt more put 
together.  I still found myself  asking, ‘Why?’”

Her independent study course is allowing her
the opportunity to work through many of  these
challenging questions. Her project focuses on the
role of  shoes in Holocaust memorials from the
banks of  the Danube to the waters of  the Potomac.

The recurrence of  these personal objects and their
symbolic importance has inspired Wright to think
more generally about memorials of  the Holocaust
around the world. 

Wright describes Jewish Studies as one part 
of  her identity. The other is musical theater. She
will graduate with a second major in Drama and
currently serves on the Executive Committee of
the student-run acting troupe the Pauper Players.
After graduation, she plans to audition for theater
roles when she returns to New York City.

Though Wright is uncertain what role her 
Jewish Studies major will play in this future, she
notes, “It’s shaped me as a person — and that will
help me in any career.”

The two interests may be closer than they
seem. While in Krakow this summer, Wright 
attended a Shabbat service at the local synagogue.
Confronted with the loud chatter of  many local

women, Wright and others went outside where 
an impromptu second service was underway.  
Recognizing the Hebrew hymns being sung,
Wright spontaneously joined the group. 

On a warm Friday evening outside the walls 
of  a Polish synagogue, Hayley Wright, a UNC
Drama and Jewish Studies double major from 
New York City, felt at home in song.
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Hayley in Berlin,
summer of  2012.

At Carolina, Jewish Studies trains 

students to think globally, historically

and in interdisciplinary terms.

(continued from page 1)New Programs

literature and history in both their coursework and

research endeavors.

The new Capstone Course offered this semester, 

Literature and Jewish Modernity, explores key 

texts of Jewish literature produced in Europe, 

North America, North Africa and the Middle East

from the 19th century to the present. Group 

discussions focus on the field of modern Jewish 

literature that emerged in the 19th century, 

encompassing literature written in English, French,

Danish, German, Hebrew, Judeo-Arabic, Ladino,

Russian and Yiddish and translated into a variety 

of languages to reach a broad transnational 

readership. The Capstone Course is required for

those pursuing the new undergraduate degree 

program and is also open to non-major students. 

It is a new course that will be offered each fall 

semester and will feature different instructors and 

a range of topics, but will always delve into a 

compelling aspect of Jewish Studies. 

For more information on the academic programs,

visit: ccjs.unc.edu

“Through the

Center, I’ve been

able to learn

about myself

and where 

I’m from.”
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Fall-Winter 2012

UPCOMING EVENTS

COMMUNITY LECTURES

Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m.    
CAROL NEWSOM
Demons and Angels in Early Judaism

Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m.    
JODI MAGNESS
Excavations in the Ancient Village
and Synagogue of Huqoq

Mar. 4, 7:30 p.m.      
SHARON PUCKER RIVO
Breaking Home Ties, film screening
with live music

Apr. 14, 3:00 p.m.      
DAVID MANDELBAUM
Yosl Rakover Speaks to G-d, stage
production

Apr. 22, 7:30 p.m.     
JAMES KUGEL
The Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
Beginnings of Biblical Interpretation

ACADEMIC LECTURES

Nov. 12, 6:30 p.m.
SHAUL MAGID
Beyond Monotheism? 

Dec. 3, 5:30 p.m.
RACHEL ELIOR
Who Wrote the Scrolls, and Why?

Feb. 18, 5:30 p.m.
KATHARINA VON KELLENBACH
Absolved from the Guilt of the Past?

Please visit our Web site at ccjs.unc.edu
for more event information. If you’d 
like to receive updates about upcoming
events, please join our listserv by 
emailing us at ccjs@unc.edu. In the 
email message, please provide both 
your email and mailing addresses.

Since its founding in 2003, the Carolina Center
for Jewish Studies has pursued a bold mission to
build a leading Jewish Studies program on the
campus of  a large public research university.
Thanks largely to private support from
alumni and friends, Carolina’s Jewish
Studies faculty has grown
to 15, which has allowed
the Center to expanded
the Jewish Studies 
academic and community
programs at a truly 
remarkable pace.

The Center’s success
in its first 10 years could
not have been possible
without the generous 
support of  Carolina
alumni and friends. The
Center depends on private
support in order to fully
realize its mission, and
generous donations have
established endowed 
faculty chairs, supported graduate students, 
sponsored student and faculty research, and 
underwritten dynamic public programs. Now, as the
Center embarks on its second decade of  excellence,
private support will have an even greater impact. 

The Fund for Jewish Studies is a key component
to the Center’s overall fund-raising program. 

The unrestricted dollars provided by alumni and
friends have a tremendous impact on students

and programs. In fact, the annual fund is so 
essential to the success of  the program,

that the Center has created a special 
anniversary challenge for annual fund

donors and prospective
donors: help the Center
double its annual fund
support this year by 
increasing your giving
level over last year’s 
gift and by sharing the
Center’s success story
with friends, colleagues
and neighbors who 
may have an interest 
in Jewish Studies at 
Carolina. Gifts at all 
levels are essential for
the Center to maintain
its reputation for excel-
lence while expanding 
its academic and public

outreach programs for future generations. Please
use the enclosed gift envelope to make your 
donation, or make an online gift to Fund #7361 
at ccjs.unc.edu.

Together we can meet this special 10th 
anniversary challenge. Thank you for considering
the Center as a beneficiary of  your philanthropy.
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Fund for
Jewish Studies 

Challenge
2012–2013

THE 10THANNIVERSARY

The annual fund is so essential
to the success of the program
that the Center has created a 
special anniversary challenge:

help double annual fund 
support this year by increasing

your giving level and by 
sharing the Center’s success
story with others who may
have an interest in Jewish

Studies at Carolina.


